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other prospering dynasties, and at Sana there was a castle
of legendary magnificence, its walls of marble, porphyry,
and granite, twenty storeys high, with bronze lions on its
roof which roared when the wind blew. One of these rulers
was said to be the first king to wear a gold diadem in token
of sovereign power, and according to the Arab stories, their
soldiers scoured the then known world. They say that the
army of Shamir the Trembler, who came third after Balkis
the Queen, captured Samarqand, and the Arab geographer
and historian Abu l-Fidac reported that there was an
inscription there reading "In the name of God this building
was erected by Shamir the Trembler in honour of his God
the sun.55 To illustrate their enterprise, it is even told that
Shamir, leaving Samarqand, which he renamed after him-
self, marched on towards China, until the frontier king was
frightened into an ingenious defensive measure. On hearing
of the Arab approach he told his Minister of Court to make
his way to Shamir as he came and to represent himself as
having deserted his Chinese master because of his cruelty.
To make the story more likely he was told to cut off bis
nose, thus deceiving the Arab, who let the Minister guide
his army, with disastrous results. So Shamir and all his
army perished in the Chinese desert from thirst and were
not avenged until the time of his grandson, who forty years
later, it is related, destroyed the Chinese Kong's capital.
He then took part of Central Asia, where he left an Arab
garrison, and returned laden with spoil.

These are legends, but legends with a core of truth. If
there is doubt about the extent of Arab military enterprise
there is none about the richness of their trade. Egyptian and
Babylonian records are clear about it, and later the mono-
poly of merchandise from the East was alluring to Rome,
which in the time of Augustus sent an expedition under the
Eparch of Egypt, Alius Gallus, to search for the source of
riches and take it. This was the first attempt in historical
times to find Arabia's wealth. He landed at Leuke Kome,
a port on the Red Sea coast of Arabia between Umm Lajj
and Ras Karkoma, Here the expedition delayed for many